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Perceptions of Iran Ali M. Ansari 2013-11-30 I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage Foundation From the Sasanian to the Safavid Empire, and
from Qajar Iran to the current Islamic Republic, the history of Iran is one which has been coloured by a rich tradition of myths and narratives and shaped by
its wealth of philosophers, cultural theorists and political thinkers. Perceptions of Iran dissects the construction of Iranian identity, to reveal how
nationalism has been continually re-formulated and how Iran's self-perception has been moulded by its literary past. Here, Ali M. Ansari gathers together a
varied and wide-ranging account of the long history of Iranian encounters with the Western world, whether via the observations of Herodotus, or the
knowledge – via the Old Testament – of Cyrus liberating the Jews from Babylon, or into the modern era when nineteenth and twentieth century interactions
reflect the unequal power relationship between Iran and the West. Perceptions of Iran also explores the salient elements in the country's narrative which
helped to form Iran's identity, such as Ferdowsi's creation of the Shahnameh – the national epic – the exquisite architecture of Safavid Isfahan or the
unfulfilled promise of the Constitutional Movement in the early twentieth century. It offers analysis of the Qajar Shahs' use of a mythical and dynastic past,
as they drew on the narratives of Jamshid's glory and Khusraw's splendour in order to legitimise their rule. At the same time, it examines the ways in which
foreign travellers and diplomats understood and conceived of the royal courts of Safavid Persia. As it covers 2,500 years of political and intellectual history,
Perceptions of Iran ties together the diverse threads of Iranian experience that have underpinned the country's social and cultural movements, spanning
Mirza Agha Khan Kermani's writing on Persian history and liberal nationalism, through to the strident anti- Western discourses of Seyyed Jamal al-Afghani,
Jalal Al-e Ahmad and Ayatollah Khomeini. The book is therefore vital for researchers of Iranian history and those interested in the use of myth in the
construction of national identity more widely.
History of Iranian Literature J. Rypka 1968 Some justification seems to be necessary for the addition of yet another History of Iranian Literature to the
number of those already in existence. Such a work must obviously contain as many novel features as possible, so that a short explanation of what my
collaborators and I had in mind when planning the book is perhaps not superfluous. In the first place our object was to present a short summary of the
material in all its aspects, and secondly to review the subject from the chronological, geo graphical and substantial standpoints - all within the compass of a
single volume. Such a scheme precludes a formal and complete enumeration of names and phenom ena, and renders all the greater the obligation to accord
most prominence to matters deemed to be of greatest importance, supplementing these with such figures and forms as will enable an impression to be
gained of the period in question - all this is far as possible in the light of the most recent discoveries. A glance at the table of contents will suffice to give an
idea of the multifarious approach that has been our aim. We begin at the very first traces of evidence bearing on our subject and continue the narrative up
to the present day. Geographically the book embraces Iran and its neighbouring countries, while it should be remarked that Iranian literature in its fullest
sense also includes Indo-Persian and Judeo-Persian works.
Historical Dictionary of Iran John Henry Lorentz 1995 Provides a helpful and balanced guide to the names, places, and events in Iranian history. Includes
a chronology and bibliography.
Studies on the History of Ṣafawid Iran Roger Savory 1987
History of Iran from the Beginning to the Formation of Elamite State Ahmad Shahvary 2004-10-08 As far as the minds remember Iran as an
independent geographical entity has been vivid and developing so that we can claim that no other country in the world has had same destiny. In this book,
we will go in deep to edit the history of Iran from the beginning up to the formation of the Elamite State (please refer to Elamite State, by same author), the
first state or government that was in control of small part of Iran plateau from 3000 to 640 BC. Well before the establishment of Elamite State as a distinct
political entity in the Mesopotamia, there were different tribes who lived in Iran; one of the potential routes for early human migrations toward southern and
eastern Asia; a country characterized by a wide range of geographic variation and resources, which could support early groups of hominins who wandered
into the region. Evidence for the presence of these early populations in Iran includes sorne stone artifacts discovered From gravel deposits along the
Kashafrud river Basin in eastern Iran, the Mashkid and Ladiz Rivers in the southeast, the Sefidrud river in the north, the Mahabad river in the northwest,
and some surface occurrences and isolated finds From the west and northwestern parts of the country. So that, the main known early human occupation
sites in Iran, before the formation of Elamite State, have been: Kashafrud in Khorassan, Mashkid and Ladiz in Sistan, Shiwatou in Kurdistan, Ganj Par in
Gilan, Ghaar-i Darband in Gilan, Khaleseh in Zanjan, Gakia in Kermanshah, Poll Barik in Ilam. These sites fall between one million years ago to 200,000
years ago.In this book we will study deeply the earliest civilization of Iranian's population who lived in Sialk of Kashan, Jiroft of Kerman, and Gilan of
Mazandaran.
History of Early Iran George G. Cameron 1976
Revolutionary Iran Michael Axworthy 2013 The Iranian Revolution of 1979 was a defining moment of the modern era. Its success unleashed a wave of
Islamist fervor across the Middle East and signaled a sharp decline in the appeal of Western ideologies in the Islamic world. And the reaction it inspired
testified to its importance: aswith the Russian and French revolutions, outsiders tried to crush it in its crib. A year after the mullahs' assumption of power,
Iraq, with aid from other Arab states and the US, declared war on Iran. Yet the revolution prevailed, and the Islamic Republic persists to this day. And
despite the deeprifts separating Sunnis and Shiites, the regime motivated successive waves of revolutionary Islamism across the entire region, from
Afghanistan in the 1980s to Lebanon in the 200s to Egypt to Algeria today. In Revolutionary Iran, Michael Axworthy offers a richly textured and
authoritative history of Iran from the 1979 revolution to the present. After an opening section that focuses on the sources of the revolution, Axworthy takes
readers through the major periods of the era: the overthrow of the oldregime and the creation of the new one; the Iran-Iraq war; the reconstruction era
following the war; the reformist wave led by Mohammed Khatami; and the current era, in which reactionaries have re-established control. Throughout, he
emphasizes that the Iranian revolution was centrally important inmodern history because it provided the world with a clear model of development that was
not rooted in Western ideologies. Whereas the world's major revolutions of the previous two centuries had been fuelled by Western, secular ideologies, the
Iranian Revolution drew its inspiration from Islam. Botherudite and accessible, Revolutionary Iran is the definitive account of this epoch in all its humanity.
Cotton, Climate, and Camels in Early Islamic Iran Richard W. Bulliet 2011 A boom in the production and export of cotton turned Iran into the richest
region of the Islamic caliphate in the ninth and tenth centuries. Yet in the eleventh century, Iran's primacy ended as its agricultural economy entered a
steep decline. Richard W. Bulliet advances several provocative explanations, for example that the boom in cotton production paralleled the spread of Islam
and that Iran's agricultural decline stemmed from a significant cooling of the climate that lasted more than a century. Substantiating his argument with
innovative quantitative research and scientific discoveries, Bulliet first establishes the relationship between Iran's cotton industry and Islam and then
outlines the evidence for what he terms the "Big Chill." He then focuses on a lucrative but temperature-sensitive industry of cross-breeding one-humped and
two-humped camels, concluding with an unusual concatenation of events that had a profound and long-lasting impact not just on the history of Iran but on
the development of the world.
The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History Touraj Daryaee 2012-02-16 This Handbook is a current, comprehensive single-volume history of Iranian civilization.
The authors, all leaders in their fields, emphasize the large-scale continuities of Iranian history while also describing the important patterns of
transformation that have characterized Iran's past. Each of the chapters focuses on a specific epoch of Iranian history and surveys the general political,
social, cultural, and economic issues of that era. The ancient period begins with chapters considering the anthropological evidence of the prehistoric era,
through to the early settled civilizations of the Iranian plateau, and continuing to the rise of the ancient Persian empires. The medieval section first
considers the Arab-Muslim conquest of the seventh century, and then moves on to discuss the growing Turkish influence filtering in from Central Asia
beginning in the tenth and eleventh centuries. The last third of the book covers Iran in the modern era by considering the rise of the Safavid state and its
accompanying policy of centralization, the introduction of Shi'ism, the problems of reform and modernization in the Qajar and Pahlavi periods, and the
revolution of 1978-79 and its aftermath. The book is a collaborative exercise among scholars specializing in a variety of sub-fields, and across a number of
disciplines, including history, art history, classics, literature, politics, and linguistics. Here, readers can find a reliable and accessible narrative that can
serve as an authoritative guide to the field of Iranian studies.
Education and the Making of Modern Iran David Menashri 1992 To seek knowledge is an Islamic obligation, and religious schools traditionally disseminated
the particulars of Islamic thought and culture in Iran. Early in the nineteenth century, however, the lure of modern military technology prompted Iranian
leaders to seek Western scientific knowledge. Drawing on a wealth of original research, David Menashri traces the history of Iran's educational system from
the departure of the first two Iranian students to Europe in 1811, through the founding of Tehran University in 1935, to the changes in educational policies
enacted under the Ayatollah Khomeini. In so doing, Menashri chronicles the wider political and social history of the struggle for control of education
between the ulama, or religious elite, and the state. Paying particular attention to the development of higher education, Menashri assesses the contribution-as well as the limitations--of educational reform in the making of modern Iran. He provides a rich account of the role of Iranians who had been educated
abroad and reveals the ambivalence of custodians of power who wanted to import Western skills without Western ideas. Menashri reconstructs the dramatic
conflicts and the enduring tensions between groups supporting the values of traditional culture and those promoting Western-oriented "progressive"
education. The resulting educational system, he shows, bore fruit in widespread literacy but also contributed to the profound ideological split that led to the
overthrow of the Shah in 1979. Historians of education, specialists in Middle Eastern studies, and others interested in contemporary Iran will want to read
this penetrating book.
A History of Iran Michael Axworthy 2016-05-24 Iran is a land of contradictions. It is an Islamic republic, but one in which only 1.4 percent of the
population attend Friday prayers. Iran's religious culture encompasses the most censorious and dogmatic Shi'a Muslim clerics in the world, and yet its
poetry insistently dwells on the joys of life-wine, beauty, sex. Iranian women are subject to one of the most restrictive dress codes in the Islamic world, but
make up nearly 60 percent of the university student population. In A History of Iran, a leading expert on Iran chronicles the rich history of this complex
nation from the Achaemenid Empire of sixth century B.C. to the present-day Islamic Republic. In accessible prose, Michael Axworthy explains the military,
political, religious, and cultural forces that have shaped one of the oldest continuing civilizations in the world. Concluding with an assessment of the
immense changes the nation has undergone since the revolution in 1979, A History of Iran offers general readers an essential point of entry into a troubled
region.
The Arabs, Byzantium, and Iran Clifford Edmund Bosworth 1996-01-01 This collection of studies on the Arab-Persian medieval Islamic world focuses on
historical, religious, cultural and literary aspects of the region from pre-Islamic times to the 15th century. Topics include the Arab caliphate and the
successor dynasties arising from it in the Iranian world; Muslim perceptions of other faiths in the Middle East; relations between the ruling Muslim
institution and its internal, non-Muslim minorities; and the prolonged contacts and interaction of Islam and the Byzantine Empire.
History of Early Iran George Glenn Cameron 1976
Frontier Nomads of Iran Richard Tapper 1997-08-28 Richard Tapper's 1997 book, which is based on three decades of ethnographic fieldwork and extensive
documentary research, traces the political and social history of the Shahsevan, one of the major nomadic peoples of Iran. The story is a dramatic one,
recounting the mythical origins of the tribes, their unification as a confederacy, and their decline under the Pahlavi Shahs. The book is intended as a
contribution to three different debates. The first concerns the riddle of Shahsevan origins, while another considers how far changes in tribal social and
political formations are a function of relations with states. The third discusses how different constructions of the identity of a particular people determine
their view of the past. In this way, the book promises not only to make a major contribution to the history and anthropology of the Middle East and Central
Asia, but also to theoretical debates in both disciplines.
Iran: Empire of the Mind Michael Axworthy 2008-11-06 Iran often appears in the media as a hostile and difficult country. But beneath the headlines there is
a fascinating story of a nation of great intellectual variety and depth, and enormous cultural importance. A nation whose impact has been tremendous, not
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only on its neighbours in the Middle East but on the world as a whole � and through ideas and creativity rather than by the sword. From the time of the
prophet Zoroaster, to the powerful ancient Persian Empires, to the revolution of 1979, the hostage crisis and current president Mahmud Ahmadinejad � a
controversial figure within as well as outside the country � Michael Axworthy traces a vivid, integrated account of Iran�s past. He explains clearly and
carefully both the complex succession of dynasties that ruled ancient Iran and the surprising ethnic diversity of the modern country, held together by a
common culture. With Iran again the focus of the world�s attention, and questions about the country�s disposition and intentions pressing, Iran: Empire of
the Mind is an essential guide to understanding a complicated land.
Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East Andrew J. Newman 2003-01-01 The volume comprises a collection of 20 of the 43 papers presented at
the Third International Round Table on Safavid Persia, held at the University of Edinburgh in August, 1998 and edited by the Round Table's organiser. The
Third Round Table, the largest of the series to date, continued the emphasis of its predecessors on understanding and appreciating the legacy of the Safavid
period by means of exchanges between both established and 'newer' scholars drawn from a variety of fields to facilitate an exchange of ideas, information,
and methodologies across a broad range of academic disciplines between scholars from diverse disciplines and research backgrounds with a common
interest in the history and culture of this period of Iran's history.
Comprehensive History of the Jews of Iran HĐabib Lavi 1999 "This book, the first comprehensive source on an important topic, not only describes briefly the
history of Jews in ancient Iran (Persia) but covers all periods, particularly the 19th and 20th centuries."--BOOK JACKET.
Modern Iran 2015-07-01
A History of Modern Iran Ervand Abrahamian 2018-08-23 In a radical reappraisal of Iran's modern history, Ervand Abrahamian traces the country's
traumatic journey from the mid-nineteenth century to the present day, through the discovery of oil, imperial interventions, the rule of the Pahlavis, and the
birth of the Islamic Republic. The first edition was named the Choice Outstanding Academic Title in 2009. This second edition brings the narrative up to
date, with the Green uprisings of 2009, the second Ahmadinejad administration, the election of Rouhani, and the Iran nuclear deal. Ervand Abrahamian, who
is one of the most distinguished historians writing on Iran today, is a compassionate expositor, and at the heart of the book is the people of Iran, who have
endured and survived a century of war and revolution.
Modern Iran Ali M. Ansari 2007 Written from an Iranian perspective, and eschewing the standard conspiracy theories, this is a book about political change
in Iran in the modern era and the challenges faced by the Iranian state both internally and internationally (especially it's relationship with the USA and
Iraq.)
Iran Abbas Amanat 2017-10-24 A masterfully researched and compelling history of Iran from 1501 to 2009 This history of modern Iran is not a survey in the
conventional sense but an ambitious exploration of the story of a nation. It offers a revealing look at how events, people, and institutions are shaped by
currents that sometimes reach back hundreds of years. The book covers the complex history of the diverse societies and economies of Iran against the
background of dynastic changes, revolutions, civil wars, foreign occupation, and the rise of the Islamic Republic. Abbas Amanat combines chronological and
thematic approaches, exploring events with lasting implications for modern Iran and the world. Drawing on diverse historical scholarship and emphasizing
the twentieth century, he addresses debates about Iran’s culture and politics. Political history is the driving narrative force, given impetus by Amanat's
decades of research and study. He layers the book with discussions of literature, music, and the arts; ideology and religion; economy and society; and
cultural identity and heritage.
Early Mongol Rule in Thirteenth-Century Iran George E. Lane 2003-09-01 This book opposes the way in which, for too long, the whole period of Mongol
domination of Iran has been viewed from a negative standpoint.
The Shuʻūbīyah Controversy and the Social History of Early Islamic Iran Roy P. Mottahedeh 1980
Islamic Law and Society in Iran Nobuaki Kondo 2017-03-31 The relationship between Islamic law and society is an important issue in Iran under the
Islamic Republic. Although Islamic law was a pivotal element in the traditional Iranian society, no comprehensive research has been made until today. This
is because modern reformers emphasized the lack of rule of law in nineteenth-century Iran. However, a legal system did exist, and Islamic law was a
substantial part of it. This is the first book on the relationship between Islamic law and the Iranian society during the nineteenth century. The author
explores the legal aspects of urban society in Iran and provides the social context in which political process occurred and examines how authorities applied
law in society, how people utilized the law, and how the law regulated society. Based on rich archival sources including court records and private deeds
from Qajar Tehran, this book explores how Islamic law functioned in Iranian society. The judicial system, sharia court, and religious endowments (vaqf) are
fully discussed, and the role of ‘ulama as legal experts is highlighted throughout the book. It challenges nationalist and modernist views on nineteenthcentury Iran and provides a unique model in terms of the relationship between Islamic law and society, which is rather different from the Ottoman case.
Providing an understanding of this legal system in Iran and its role in society, this book offers a basis for assessing the motives and results of modern
reforms as well as the modernist discourse. This book will be of interest to students of Middle Eastern and Iranian Studies.
Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran Robert Hillenbrand 2013-11-18 I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage Foundation Iran's rich
cultural heritage has been shaped over many centuries by its rich and eventful history. This impressive book, which assembles contributions by some of the
world's most eminent historians, art historians and other scholars of the Iranian world, explores the history of the country through the prism of Persian
literature, art and culture. The result is a seminal work which illuminates important, yet largely neglected, aspects of Medieval and Early Modern Iran and
the Middle East. Its scope, from the era of Ferdowsi, Iran's national epic poet and the author of the Shahnameh to the period of the Mongols, Timurids,
Safavids, Zands and Qajars, examines the interaction between mythology, history, historiography, poetry, painting and craftwork in the long narrative of the
Persianate experience. As such, Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran is essential reading and a reference point for students and scholars of Iranian
history, Persian literature and the arts of the Islamic World.
Iran Roman Ghirshman 1961 Though translated from a French version (L'Iran des origines a l'Islam, Paris, I95 i), the original idea for such a book was
implanted in the author's mind by Professor Mallowan. As the latter points out in his foreword, M. Ghirshman's incomparable knowledge of the land and
people of Iran and his intimate association with most of the major excavations carried out in that country for the past three decades, eminently qualify him
for the formidable task of compressing within three hundred and fifty pages the history and archaeology of Iran from prehistoric times to the fall of the
Sassanian dynasty in the seventh century A.D. The historical sequence constitutes the framework of this book. The first division, entitled "Prehistory," leads
the reader from cave-man to the first settlers in the plain of Siyalk near Kashan (a site excavated by Ghirshman), through the prehistoric civilization of Iran
in the fourth and the third millennium, to the historical age of the second. -- from http://www.jstor.org (June 13, 2011).
A Social History of Sexual Relations in Iran Willem M. Floor 2008 Preface -- 1. Marriage in Iran: a family affair -- 2. Temporary marriage: a formal affair
-- 3. Prostitution: an extra-marital affair -- 4. Homosexual relations: a common affair -- 5. Venereal diseases in Iran: a public affair -- Afterword -Bibliography -- Index -- Figures
History of Early Iran George C. Cameron 1976-08
The History of Iran Elton L. Daniel 2001 Discusses the political and economic aspects of each period as well as the social and cultural milieu, and includes
a timeline, brief biographical notes on key players, and a bibliographic essay.
America and Iran John Ghazvinian 2021-01-26 A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR • A hugely ambitious, “delightfully readable,
genuinely informative” portrait (The New York Times) of the two-centuries-long entwined histories of Iran and America—two powers who were once allies
and now adversaries—by an admired historian and former journalist. In this rich, fascinating history, John Ghazvinian traces the complex story of the
relations between these two nations back to the Persian Empire of the eighteenth century—the subject of great admiration by Thomas Jefferson and John
Quincy Adams—and an America seen by Iranians as an ideal to emulate for their own government. Drawing on years of archival research both in the United
States and Iran—including access to Iranian government archives rarely available to Western scholars—the Iranian-born, Oxford-educated historian leads us
through the four seasons of U.S.–Iran relations: the spring of mutual fascination; the summer of early interactions; the autumn of close strategic ties; and
the long, dark winter of mutual hatred. Ghazvinian makes clear where, how, and when it all went wrong. America and Iran shows why two countries that
once had such heartfelt admiration for each other became such committed enemies—and why it didn’t have to turn out this way.
Iran and Its Histories. From the Beginnings Through the Achaemenid Empire Touraj Daryaee 2021
Iran Monika Gronke 2008 No country in the Islamic Middle East presents as unique and distinguished a history and culture as Iran, which has managed to
maintain its inherent characteristics - some of them from pre-Islamic times - over the course of centuries of changing dynasties and rulers. The Shiite faith,
the official religion of Persia/Iran since 1501, stands in contrast to the Sunni Arabs who dominate the greater region. Iran endured European colonialism in
the 20th century to a greater extent than any other Middle Eastern country, yet after the revolution of 1979, which made Iran the first Islamic Republic,
Shiism and Persian culture remain intact. Monika Gronke presents the history of this country from the Islamization of the 7th century to the present in a
clear and lively style, and describes the cultural, social, and religious developments that shaped Iran and the Iranian self-image.
The History of Persia Sir John Malcolm 1829
From Zoroastrian Iran to Islam Shaul Shaked 1995 This work deals with aspects of Zoroastrianism in Iran during the Sasanian period, including the
important distinction made between notions of menog and getig, or the spiritual and material modes of existence, and the idea that Ahreman, the Evil Spirit,
does not belong in the material world.
A CONCISE HISTORY OF IRAN Saeed Shirazi 2017-01-06
Zwarte golf Kim Ghattas 2020-03-26 Het is bijna niet voor te stellen, maar soennitisch Saoedi-Arabië en sjiitisch Iran waren lange tijd bondgenoten. En
toen brak in 1979 de Iraanse revolutie uit, werd de Heilige Moskee in Mekka belegerd en trok de Sovjet-Unie Afghanistan binnen. Saoedi-Arabië en Iran
werden felle tegenstanders en exploiteerden religie in hun rivaliserende strijd. Het gevolg: sektarisch geweld, het ontstaan van groeperingen als Hezbollah,
de 9/11-aanslagen en de opkomst van is. Zwarte golf beschrijft deze vlammende veertigjarige periode, waarbij de basis van het boek wordt gevormd door
persoonlijke verhalen, zoals van een Pakistaanse anchorman, een Egyptische romanschrijver en de vermoordde journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Kim Ghattas legt
hiermee de focus op de pluriforme, tot zwijgen gedoemde meerderheid die vooruitgang wil en vecht tegen de maatschappelijke duisternis sinds 1979.
Iranian History and Politics Homa Katouzian 2003-01 This work, a modern theory of Iranian history, explains Iran's history and politics - past, recent and
present - and solves many of the puzzles that both lay and professional observers have long felt about them. For example, it shows why there was a
revolution in 1905-6 for democracy and modernization, and one in 1977-79 for an Islamic republic (or Communist state). Or why many of the Iranians who,
in 1979, angrily supported the occupation and hostage-taking of American diplomats in Tehran, are now emotionally pro-American and wish that the United
States would help them directly in changing Iran's regime. The book offers an alternative approach to the understanding of Iranian history, politics and
society, and its consequences for political action and behaviour in that country.
History of Early Iran. (New Impression.). George Glenn CAMERON 1969
Persian Documents Kondo Nobuaki 2003 After the Mongol period, Persian was the official written language in Iran, Central Asia and India. A vast amount
of documents relating to administration and social life were produced and yet, unlike Ottoman and Arabic documents, Persian historical resources have
received very little critical attention. This book is the first to use Persian Documents as the sources of social history in Early Modern Iran and Central Asia.
The contributors examine four distinct elements of the documents: * the formal aspects of the sources are initially inspected * the second part focuses on
newly discovered sources * the most abundant documents of the period - waqf deeds - are individually studied In this way the reader is led to realize the
importance of Persian documents in gaining an understanding of past urban and rural societies in the Middle East.
The Cambridge History of Iran R. N. Frye 1975-06-26 The volume provides a comprehensive record of the formative centuries of Islam in Iran.
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